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$4,193,799.12 was paid, and these lands were
opened .to settlement by presidential proclama-
tion on April 22, 1889.

From the date of the President's proclama-
tion a  steadily increasing number of home-
seekers, with adventurers of all kinds, collected
on the borders of the district.   " "Whole outfits
for  towns,  including  portable  houses,  were
shipped by rail, and individual families in pic-
turesque,    primitive,   white-covered   wagons,
journeying forward, stretched out for miles in
an unbroken line."   No person entering the
district before the appointed time could ever
acquire lands.   The law forbidding the intro-
duction of liquor into the Indian Territory was
strictly enforced, and to this action was largely
due the peaceful occupation in spite of the fact
that most of the settlers were armed.   "The
blast of a bugle, at noon on a beautiful spring
day, was the signal for a wild rush across all
the borders.   Men on horseback, on foot, in
every conceivable vehicle, sought homes at the
utmost speed, and before nightfall town sites
were laid out for several thousand inhabitants
each.   Upward of 50,000 persons entered the
Territory, and between 6,000 and 7,000 were
conveyed from Arkansas City to G-uthrie by
rail in the afternoon of the first day."

This dramatic beginning of the present State
of Oklahoma marked the end of a long struggle.